
A FOCUS ON 

ENTREPRENEURIALLY MINDED CURIOSITY 



Good Directions for Curiosity:  
Why?   Trends?   Contrary?   What if?

… TRENDS IN A 
CHANGING WORLD.

… WHY? WHY ETHANOL?
FOR EXAMPLE, STIMULATE CURIOSITY ABOUT…



STIMULATE CURIOSITY ABOUT… 
… CONTRARY VIEWS. … NEW POSSIBILITIES 

AND “WHAT IF?”



Two Dimensions of Curiosity
Situational Dispositional

Epistemic

Diversive

Why? 
Why? 
Why?

What if? 
What would 

happen?

First Principles, Underlying Reasons, etc.

Intersection, Contrarian, Opportunity, Wild Idea, etc.

[Circumstances] [Habit of Mind]



Curiosity and Motivation-to-Learn: Kate Borowske

Curiosity: 
Find the 

Sweet Spot 
between 

Apathy 

& 
Anxiety



Curiosity Journals
Developing habits to record fleeting thoughts 

of “why?” (epistemic) and “what if?”  (diversive)

My Personal Curiosity Log - Jan 7, 2018

Q: My flight from was only abut 70% occupied.  What’s the average occupancy 
of an airline’s flights?   How does occupancy contribute  
to the airline’s business model? 

Q: What’s the capacity of a 737-700 as 
configured?  What’s the typical consumption rate  
and jet fuel cost? What would a cost breakdown  
look like for the average ticket?  Where is the cost most sensitive to changes?

Q: Similar to AirBnB, Turo, Uber — is there a way to use the latent, unused 
resources that are otherwise empty seats?



An example method - the Curiosity Journal

DaVinci Franklin



USE WELL-TOLD STORIES THAT HIGHLIGHT 
“INFORMATION GAPS” BEYOND ONLY 

TECHNICAL… 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJM7Nj1DCwk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJM7Nj1DCwk


… IN AN EVIDENCE-DRIVEN CLASSROOM CULTURE.

World Health Organization Data



VISUALI
Z A T I O N
P R O M O
T E S 
B O T H 
C U R I O S
I T Y 
A N D 
C O N N E
C T I O N S

Data That Hints 
at Technical 

Impacts



E.G.  “WHAT WOULD 
BETTER-THAN-HUMAN 
HEARING BE AND BE 
LIKE?”

Technical content combined with one well-chosen picture and 
question can promote both CURIOSITY and CONNECTIONS

+



Your Move.A visualization that hints 
at the future implications 

of technologies (e.g. 
artificial intelligence) 

combined with a question, 
e.g. How might AI impact 
the design of structures? 

Your move.



TOOLS THAT STIMULATE CURIOSITY 
Hans Rosling’s GapMinder

http://www.gapminder.org/tools/bubbles#_state_time_value=1971


(descending from 100 to 0)

Distribution vs. Age (U.S.)

02233486788

DEMOGRAPHICS  
start valuable lines 
of C U R I O S I T Y



Google Trends: Trends Stimulate Curiosity

WHAT HAPPENED HERE, I WONDER?
NEWS ITEM, EVENT?



Emma
WHAT HAPPENED HERE, I WONDER?

NameVoyager
http://www.babynamewizard.com/name-voyager

TOOLS THAT STIMULATE CURIOSITY 
Connected to some personal interest…



UNEXPECTED 
TRENDS 
provide 

opportunities 
for group 

discussions 



JuxtaposeJS

CONTRARIAN VIEWS 
are not limited to language



DECISION-MODELS provide opportunities 
for group discussions





METHODS & 
ASSESSMENTS


